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lndel)cndcnt Auditor's R eport 

}IO NORABLE O . L. "SON NY " STO NE 
D ESOTO PAP, ISt] CLERK O F COU RT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the DeSoto Parish Clerk of 
Cou]t, a com ponent unit of the D eSoto Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 2000, and 
for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general ptu'pose 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

1 conducted nay audit ill accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Goverm nent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
Stales. Those standards require that ] plan aud perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are fi'ce of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
nlaJ~agelnent, as well as evaluating the overall financial slatem eul presentation. I 

believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statclncnts referred to abovc plcscnt 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the finaucial position of the DeSoto Parish Clerk of 
Court as of June 30, 2000, and the results of its operatio~s for the year then ended in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of form iug an opinion on the general puq)ose 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental iuform atioll schedules listed 
in the table of contents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not 
a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the D eSoto Parish Clerk 

of Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applicd in 
the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is fairly 
presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem em s 
taken as a w hole. 
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1)I'~SOTO PAP, ISIt CI=F.RK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report, 
June 30, 2000 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated August 7, 2000, 
oi1 the l)eSoto Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance with laws, regulations, and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's internal control over financial reporting. That report is an integral part of 

an audit per fomled in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunclion 
with this report in considering the results of m y audit. 

W est M om'oe, l.ouisiana 
August 7, 2000 
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G ENERAL PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(OVERVIEW ) 



 

DESOTO PAR1Stt CLEI~,K OF CO URT 
M ansfield, I.ouisiana 

A LL FUND TYPES A ND A CCO UNT GRO UPS 

Com bined Balance Sheet. June 30. 2000 

ASSI,'TS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Rcceivables 
1)ue from Advance Deposit Fund 
l)ue from Registry of Court Fund 
Securily deposit 
O fficc furnishings and cquil)n~ent 

TOTA l. A SSI ~.rl'S 

IJABILIT1ES AND FUNI) EQUITY 
l.iabilities: 
Accounts payable 
W ithholdings payablc 
D ue to G eneral Fund 
U nsettled balances due to others 
Tolal 1Aabilities 

Fund Equity: 
hlveslm ent in general fixed assets 
]guild balance -- unreserved - 
undesignaled 
Tolal Fund tiquily 

TO TA I. 1,1A BII.ITIES 

AND I:UNI) EQUITY 

ACCOUNT 
GOVF.RNM ENTAI. FIDUCIARY GIlO UP - 
FUNI) TYPE - FUND TYPE - GIiNI';RAL 
GENERAL AGENCY FIXEII 
FUND FUNDS ASSETS 

$291,286 $429,102 
23,239 
9,931 

50 
575 

$325,081 

$10,400 
6.147 

$304,406 

Statem ent A 

TOTAl. 
(M I'~MORANI)UM 

ONLY) 

$720,388 
23,239 
9,931 

50 
575 

304,406 

$429,102 $3(/4,406 $1,058,589 

$9,981 
419,121 

$10,400 
6,147 
9,981 

419.121 

16,547 429,102 NON E 445,649 

308.534 

$304,406 304,406 

308.534 
308.534 NO N E 304.406 612.940 

$325,081 

The accom panying notes ark an integral part of this statem ent 

$429,102 $304,406 $1,058,589 



 

D ESOTO PA RISII CLERK OF CO URT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

GOV ERNM ENTA L FUND TYPE - GENERAL FU ND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

llEVEN UES 
IAcenses and pc1 m its- m arriage licenses 
hllergoverlnneula] revenues - state funds - 

clerk's supplem ental com pensation 
Fees, charges, and connnissiollS for services: 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of docum ents 

U se of copier 
U se of m oney and property - interest earnings 
O lher 

Total revenucs 

I,~XPI,;NDITUI/ES 

General government - judicia 
Current: 
Pcrsonal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Capital oullay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER 
EX PENI)ITtIRES 

FUNI) BALAN CE AT BEG INNING O F TH E YEAR 

FUND BALAN CI,~ AT ENI) O F TH E YEAR 

l'he accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Statelnenl B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORAIII,I~ 

ACTUAl. (UNFAVORAI{I.I~) 

$2,400 $2,319 

11,500 12,550 

335,400 
205,000 
13,500 
42,000 
16,000 
13,500 

639,300 

440,000 
120,000 
37,750 
21,000 
30,000 
648.750 

356,584 
213,294 
13,091 
43,620 
16,378 
13,579 

-

671,415 

447,467 
106,338 
36,468 
20,429 
27,826 
638,528 

(9,450) 32,887 

275,647 275,647 

($81) 

1,050 

21,184 
8,294 

(409) 
1,620 
378 
79 

32,115 

(7,467) 
13,662 
1,282 
571 

2.174 
10,222 

42,337 

$42,337 



D ESOTO PARISIt CI+ERK OF COURT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
As of and For the Year Ended Juue 30, 2000 

SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

As provided by A rticle V , Section 28 of lhe Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile clerk of cour! 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have olhcr duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years. 

A . R EPO RTIN G ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the l)cSoto Parish 
]'olice Jury is lhe financial reporfiJ~g entity for D eSoto Parish. "J'he linancial reporting 

cntity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the 
nature and significance of their relationslfip w ith the prim ary governm ent arc such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounling Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ iniug which com ponent units should be considered part of the DeSoto 
l)arish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
polential component unit within the reporting entity is financial responsibility. The GA SB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appoinling a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and: 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specifc 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

7 



I)ESOTO PARIStt C1 JERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, I,ouisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial stat(;m ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of tbe nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because tile police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk of court's office is located and provides partial funding for equipm ent, furniture and 
supplies oflhe clerk of court's office, the clerk of court was determ ined to be a component 
unit of the l)eSoto Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accornpanying 

financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by tile clerk of court 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services 
provided by that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units lhat com prise the 
financial reporting entity. 

F(]NI) ACCO U NTING 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to delnonstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relaled to certain 
governm ent functions or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other band, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that 
are not recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial l)osition, 
not w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

I ;unds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Govermnenlal funds arc 
used to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 

the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary funds. The governm ental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk are 
described as tollows: 



D ESOTO PARISI] CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, I.ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnm ental Fund Type - G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:'781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and is used to account for 
the operations of the clerk's offi ce. Tile various fees and charges due to 
the clerk's offi ce are accounted for in this fund. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Fuuds - Agency Funds 

The Advance D eposit, Registry of Court, and Non-Support agency 
ftmds are used to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency 
filnds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

C . FIX F, I) ASSETS AND LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted tbr in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 
Genera] fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded ill the general fixed 
assets account group. Approxim ately 24 per cent of fixed assets are valued at estim ated 

historical costs based on the actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 76 per cent arc 
based on actual historical costs. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 3'he clerk has no long-term obligations at June 30, 2000. 

D . BASIS OF ACCO UNTING 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is cleterm ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expendilures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm em al and 
fiduciary fire d types. U nder the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easm able" means the amount of 'the transaction can be determined and 

9 



I)l';SO'l'O I'ARISIt CI,I~;RK O F COU RT 
M ansfield, l,ouisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the ]ollow ing practices 
in recoguizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

R ev(~ilU (.s 

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and 
oilier fees, charges and com nfissions for services, are recorded in the year 
in which they are earned. 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits 
haw: m atured and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revem les are recognized when received by the 
clerk of court. 

Based on the above criteria, recordings, cancellations, court 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditnres 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUD GET PR AC TICES 

A proposed budget, prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, is 

published in the offi cial journal at least ten days prior to the public hearing. A public 
hearing is held at the clerk's offi ce during the m onth of June for comm ents fiom 
taxpayers. The budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and am ended during the year 

as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of 
expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for the 
follow ing year to be expended. Encum brance accounting is not utilized in the accounting 
records. 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem em control device during 
the year. Bndgeled am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents include the 
original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

- 10- 



1)FSOTO PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

F. CASIt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Under state law , the clerk m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank organized 
under the law s of the State of Louisiana, tile law s of any other state in the unk)n, o1 lhe 
laws of lhe U nited States. Ttle clerk m ay invest in dem and deposits, interest bearing 
dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits w ith state banks organizcd 

tra der Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 
2000, the, clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $720,388, 
as follows: 

D em and D eposits 
Petty Cash 
Tim e D eposits 

Total 

$408,621 
125 

311,642 

$7jZ0,388 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Ul~der state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance 
o1" the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. All deposits are fully secured 
by federal deposit insurance at June 30, 2000. 

G . V A CATIO N AND SICK  LEAVE 

After six m onths of service, all em ployees of the clerk of court's office earn fi'om 
5 to 15 days of vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. Vacation Icavc 
cannot be acculnulatcd and carried forward to succeeding years. Em ployees earn 10 days 
of sick leave each year. Sick leave m ay be carried forward up to a m axim um of 30 days 
and it is noncom pensatory. 

11. RISK M ANA G EM ENT 

The clerk of court is exposed to various risk of loss related to torts; theft of, 

damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; aud injuries to employees. To 
handle such risk of loss, the clerk m aintains com m ercial insurance policies covering; 
autom obile liability, m edical paym ents, uninsured m otorist, and collision; workers 
com pensation; and surety bond coverage. N o claim s w ere paid on any of the policies 
during the past three years which exceeded the policies' coverage alnount';. In addition 
to the above policies, the clerk also m aintains an errors and om issions claim s paid policy 
w ith the lx)uisiana Clerks of Court Risk M anagem ent Agency. No claim s have been filed 
on the policy during the past three years nor is the clerk aware of any mffJled claim s. 



I)ESOTO PARISI] CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, l.ouisiana 

Notes In lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 

TO TAL CO IX JM N O N TH E BALAN CE SH EET 

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does 
not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data, 

2. RECEI VABI,ES 

The General Fund receivables of $23,239 as of June 30, 2000, consist entirely of court costs, fees 
and charges. 

CltANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A SUm lnary of changes ill offi ce furnishings and equipm ent follows 

Balance, July 1, 1999 
A dditions 
D eletions 

Balance, June 30. 2000 

4. PENSIO N I'LAN 

$279,080 
27,826 

(2,500) 

$304,406 

Substantially all em ployees of the DeSoto Parish Clerk of Court are m em bers of the Louisiana 
Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, nmltiple-employer defincd benefit 
pension plan adm inislcrcd by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original elnploylnent are required 
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled lo a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life

, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary

. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined lnonths that 
produce lbe highest aw~rage. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ilhdraw their employee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued lo 
their date of term ination. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 20 years of credited service are also 
eligible to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced benefits equal to the actuarial 



I)F~SOTO PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, 1,ouisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

cquivalent of the benefit to which they would otherwise be entitled at age 55. The System also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
and required supplem entary inforlnation for the System . ]'hat report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
lJouisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite 131, Baton 

Ronge, Louisiana "70816, or by calling (504) 293-I 162. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered 
salary and the DeSolo Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. 
The current ra|e is 10 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to lht~ System also include one- 

fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
the tax rolls of each parish, The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the D eSoto Parish Clerk 
of Court are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 

l 1:103, the employer contributions arc determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The D eSolo Parish Clerk of Com't's 

contributions to Ihc System for the years ending June 30, 2000, 1999, and 1998, were $30,663, $28,655, 
and $26,288, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. CItAN G ES IN AG ENCY FUND BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances deposits due others follows 

Balance, July 1, 1999 
Additions 
Reductions 

Balance June 30, 2000 

6. LITIG ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

Advance Non Registry 
Deposit Support of Court 
Fund Fund Fund Total 

$125,917 
422,235 

(431,259) 
~116,893 

$486 
58,556 

(58,210) 
$832 

$439,286 
86,200 

(224,090) 
$301,396 

$565,689 
566,991 

(713,559) 
$419,121 

The DeSoto Parish Clcrk of Court is not involvcd in any litigation at June 30, 1999, nor is the 
clerk aware of any tm asserted claim s. 
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I)ESOTO PAR1SII C1.ERK OF COU RT 
M ansficld, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

7 EX PEN I)ITURI~'~S O F TH E CLERK O F CO URT 
PAID BY TIlE PARISH PO LICE JURY 

The D eSolo Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the D eSolo Parish t'olice Jury. 

- 14 



SU PPLEM ENTAL INFO PdM ATIO N SCH EDU LES 



 

DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTA L INFORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

FIDU CIARY FUND TYPE - AG EN CY FUN DS 

A1)VAN CE DEPO SIT FUND 

The Advance l)eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts fnr 
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs 
have been paid. 

NO N SUI)PO RT FUNI) 

The Non Support Fund accounts for funds which have been received from the Louisiana 

l)epartment of Social Services after judgement has been rendered in court litigation. Tile funds are 
disbursed to the appropriate governing bodies and others. 

REG ISTRY O F CO URT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts fnr funds 

which have beer, ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigation. 
W ithdrawals of the thnds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

- 16 



ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

FII)UCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUN D S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 2000 

M ABILITIES 
D ue to General Fund 

Unsettled balances due to others 

TOTA l, I.IABII.ITIES 

17 

Schedule 1 

ADVANCE NON RI';GI S'I'RY 
DEPOSYI" SUPPORT OF COURT 
FUNI) FUNI) FUND TO'I'A 

$126,824 

$9,931 
116.893 

$832 $301,446 $429,102 

$50 $9,981 
$832 301,396 419,121 

$832 $429,102 



 

D ESOTO PARISIt CIJ~RK OF CO URT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

H I)U CIARY FUN D TYPE - AGEN CY FU ND S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in Unsettled 
Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and O thers 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

11NSETT1.El) BALAN CES DUE TO TAXING 
BO I)IFS AND OTIIERS, JUNE 30, 1999 

ADDITIO NS 
l)eposits in soits 

Total 

REI)IJCTIO N S 
Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Deposits settled to: 

Li',igaa~s 
Appraisers, curators, and keepers 
Sheriff 
O ther sheriff and clerk fees 
Advertising 
Courl Reporler 
Secretary of State 
Court of Appeals 
Judge's fees 
W itness, appraisezs, keepers, etc. 
O ther reductions 
Tolal reductions 

11NSETTLEI) I~A LAN CES I)UE TO TAXING 

BO I)IES AN D O TIIERS, June 30, 2000 
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Schedule 2 

ADVANCE NON REGISTRY 
DEPOSIT SUPPORT O[; COURT 
FUNI) FUND FUND TOTAl 

$125,917 $486 $439,286 $565,689 

422,235  

548,152 
$58,556 
59,042 

86,200 

525.486 
566,991 

1,132,680 

224,602 52,758 277,360 

122,570 
869 

30,422 
10,740 
1,553 
5,086 
1,805 
928 

14,386 
166 

18,132 
431,259 

5,452 

223,872 

218 

58,210 224,090 

346,442 
869 

35,874 
10,958 
1,553 

5,086 
1,805 
928 

14,386 

166 
18,132 

713.559 

$832 $301,396 $419,121 



Independent Auditor's Reports Required 
by Governm ent A udiling Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on com pliance w ith laws, regulations, and contracts, and 
internal com rol arc presented in com pliance w ith the requirem ents of Governm ent Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States, and the Louisiana Goverm nental Audit GuM e, 
issued by lhc Society of l.ouisiana Certified Public A ccountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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Independent A uditor's R eport on Colnpliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

DI:,SOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose finmlcial statem ents of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of 
('ore t, a com ponent unit of the D eSolo Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year cnded 
June 30, 2000 and have issued m y report thereon dated August 7, 2000. 1 conducted 
m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the D eSoto Parish Clerk of 

Court's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, 1 perform ed tests of its 
com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations and contracts, noncom pliance 
w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial 
alllounls, llowcver, providing an opinion on com pliance w ith those provisions was 

not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. The 
results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncolnpliance that are required to be 
reported under Govermnent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered tile DeSoto Parish Clerk of Court's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine lny auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on tile financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on tile internal control over financial reporting. M y consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in 
|he internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of 
|he internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level thc risk that 
m isslatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to tile financial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by cm ployccs in 
the' norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no m atters involving 
the internal control over financial rel)orting and its operation that I consider to bc 
m aterial weaknesses. 



DESOTO PAPdSII CLERK O F CO URT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 
hldcpendent A uditor's Report on Com pliance 

And lnlernal Conlrol Over Financial Reporting, etc 
June 30. 2000 

This reporl is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl and 
m anagem en! of Ihe clerk's office and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone olher tita n 
these specified parties. 

Augusl 7, 2000 



D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, 1.ouisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

A . SUM M ARY O F AU DIT RESULTS 

Schedule 3 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial slatcm ents 
of the DeSolo Parish Clerk of Court. 

2. No instances of noncon~pliance m aterial to Ihe financial statem ents of the DeSoto Parish Clerk of 
Court were disclosed during the audit. 

3. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reported in the 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control. 

B. FINDING S - FINAN CIAl. STATEM ENTS AUI)IT 

None 
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DESOTO PARIStt CLERK O F COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000 

There were no andit findings reported in the audit for the year ended June 30, 1999 
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Schedule 4 


